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is an experiment in socialism, successfully tried by the inmates and
appreciated by all.
Gandhiji paid his first visit to the Ashram on 10th May 1929.
When he saw the way in which its affairs were conducted, he was
fully satisfied. He even praised it in his articles in "Young India'. In
December 1933 he visited the Ashram once again. When he came
to know about the destruction caused by the police raid of 1932 he
felt very sorry.
The Ashram suffered at the hands of the government in many
ways. But the inmates remained brave and calm, and did their work
with a sense of dedication. The government Published in the Ma-
dras Gazette in January 1932 that the Sitanagaram Ashram was ille-
gal. On the 19th January 1932 a police superintendent raided the
Ashram with four hundred Reserve constables. It was said that the
Dy. Supdt. Mustafa Ali Khan behaved cruelly towards the inmates
of the Ashram. After assembling all the inmates of the Ashram Khan
addressed the inmates as follows:-
"The Ashram is declared by the government as an unlawful body.
You are all required to disperse forthwith." To this Annapoornaiah
answered in his stentorioun voice "The Ashram is our home. We
live or die here only. Therefore we will not leave the place". The
Police cane-charged the inmates and they were badly injured. An-
napoornaiah, Dikshitulu, Krishnamurthy and Venkatappa sustained
bleeding injuries on their heads. Krishna Murthy embraced his
brother Annapoornaiah in an attempt to protect him. As such he
received serious injuries and fell unconscious. He was admitted into
the hospital from which he was discharged after two months treat-
ment.
Without even looking at the badly bruised inmates Mustafa
Alikhan personally supervised over the destruction of the proper-
ties of the Ashram. The Gautami Satyagraha - which played a spe-
cial role for ten long years in the war of independence came to be
closed by the end of 1933. The inmates left the Ashram one by one